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MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS OF THE GENERAL 
COMMITTEE, SECRET COMMITTEE AND PRO- 
VINCIAL CONGRESS, 1775. 1 

[1] 

[JOHN MILNER TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.] 

May 3. 1775. Received of the Secret Committee the sum 
of One hundred Pounds Currency in advance for my ser- 
vice in cleaning & repairing Fire arms delivered to me 
by that Committee & for which I promise to account. 

John Milner 
[2] 

[SECRET COMMITTEE TO JAMES LECKIE.] 

Received 4th May 1775 of M r .. James Leckie Twenty 
three kegs of powder 501b each- 

Edwd Weyman 
23 kegs 50 lb Each- 

I Acknowledge that three Cask of Powder Containing 
three Hundred Weight was Received by me & Delivered 
to the Artillery Company- 
Will" 1 Gibbes 2 

[3] 

[JAMES LECKIE TO SECRET COMMITTEE.] 

William Gibbes Esq r - Charles Town 4 May 1775 

Bo'- of James Leckie:— 
1450 lb -of Gunpowder vz. 

3 b'ls delv 4 . you Cont g 300 
19 b'ls-deliv 4 . W m . Glen Jun 1 . 950 

4 b'ls-d d . Weyman 200 



1450-al5/... £1087-10- 



'Prom the Laurens Collection. 

2 Weyman and Gibbes were members of the Secret Committee. 
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rec'd 5 June 1775 from W m - Henry Drayton Esq r . one 
Thousand & Eighty Seven pounds 10/ Currency in full 
the within aeco'.— -James Leckie: — 

[4] 
[ALEXANDER INNES 1 TO HENRY LAURENS.] 

My Dear Sir- Charles Town 7 th May 1775 

Your very kind Advice conveying a pointed, 
tho I am convinced a most friendly Attack, upon my 
discretion, has sunk deep into my mind; but conscious 
to myself of the Rectitude of my Conduct, as well as the 
integrity of my heart, I hope I shall stand acquitted in 
the Eyes of every moderate, honourable, disspassionate 
man, & as to the opinion, of the ignorant petulant, & 
narrow minded, I am totally indifferent. 

A few days ago I came into this Country in a Charac- 
ter that made an Acquaintance with every man of Sense, 
& Consequence in the Province, very desirable. The 
partiality of a friend introduced me in a favourable light 
to Mess' 3 Brewton, & Smith, & I shall always retain a 
perfect sense of their Civilities. I was fortunate enough 
to be acquainted with You in England, & I am happy to 
acknowledge your friendly attention to me here. From 
the Servants of Government I met with, a reception 
above what I had any right right to expect, & in conse- 
quence I was indiscrimately with the Officers of the 
Crown, & the warmest friends of the other party. In 
this situation, & publick Affairs in their present state, 
how was I to act? politicks I was careful never to in- 
troduce, but if they were mention'd was I to sit in 
guarded silence hearing the sentiments of all, differing 
from none, & by a kind of tacit assent encouraging peo- 
ple to open their hearts on a very interesting not to say 
dangerous subject; policy might dictate that line of con- 

1 Secretary to Lord William Campbell, the Royal governor. 



134 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

duct but Honor & Hospitality forbid it. I always avowed 
my sentiments, but I hope with Moderation, & Good 
Manners, never once conceiving that a manly, open, dis- 
cussion of a particular Affair, where I can appeal to you 
I had truth, & justice on my side, should draw upon me 
so severe a censure from unknown persons, as to procure 
me Your friendly Caution.— 

I will not trouble you with a word more on this sub- 
ject, but to repeat, that I disclosed -no ones sentiments 
but my own, & that I shall ever think myself more for- 
tunate in any Appellation, my open temper may draw on 
me, than that of insidious, & designing.— 
Adieu My Dear Coll: & may God send us better times. 
I am with great truth 
Your most Obed' 
& very h Me Serv' 
Alex: Innes 
Endorsed: Capt Innes 

7 th . May 1775- 
An s . as within 

[5] 
[HENRY LAURENS TO ALEXANDER INNES.] 

Dear Sir- 
In Answer to your Note of yesterday permit me to say 
that no Man can more sincerely wish you to live in this 
Country upon good terms with the people & satisfaction 
to your self than I do — The first I think is practicable 
even in these distracted times & the latter will be con- 
secutive — 

The short acquaintance which I have had with Capt 
Innes has formed in my mind a very favourable opinion 
of him as a Gentleman & a Man of honour— from these 
several considerations as well as from the remembrance 
of a particular conversation in Fludyer Street I was led 
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to communicate the hint which you allude to— the harm- 
lessness of which I considered as its least value — it was 
the main purpose of my visit. I could not do less from 
the confidence you had reposed in me & I flatter my self 
with hopes that the more you reflect upon the subject 
the more you will not only excuse but applaud my free- 
dom—and Although I have at present no prospect of 
assimilating our Ideas upon political points in the sub- 
sisisting unhappy Contest between the Mother Country 
& her Daughters: I can nevertheless entertain the most 
charitable sentiments for every honest antagonist— op- 
pose you when (but only when) necessity may oblige us 
to contend— make reasonable allowances for your Errors 
& remain upon all other occasions 

D r - Sir Y r 

[6] 

[THE GENERAL COMMITTEE TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
AT PHILADELPHIA. 1 ] 

Charles Town So Carolina 8 th . May 1775. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Letter of the 10 th . 1 April we have re- 
ceived as a mark of your zeal in the American cause & 
we return our acknowledgements for your early com- 
munication of the very important advices contained in 
it. — An early transmission of every intelligence relating 
to American affairs is so essential to the common welfare 
• that it is obvious a failure in this particular may be pro- 
ductive of the most ruinous consequences — in this point 
your situation as well respecting your Northern Colonies 
as Great Britain gives you an advantage over us that we 
assure you our inclination to promote the general Inter- 
est is much superior to our local abilities 

^here is also in the Laurens Collection a rough draft of this and 
the paper following (7). 
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The People of this Colony look upon the recent conduct 
of Parliament in the same light that you do & we are 
happy in finding this similarity of sentiment; hence we 
make no doubt but that it prevails throughout every 
part of the American association, in order that you may 
see what our sentiments were upon receipt of the news 
which has so justly alarmed you we inclose a circular 
Letter which under our authority has been transmitted 
to our several district & parochial Committees & we 
assure you that impatiently waiting the determinations 
of the Continental Congress our people will without 
doubt put them into execution with equal unanimity 
diligence & fortitude. 

We rejoice to find that our conduct in the cause of 
liberty & of mankind has met with your approbation. 
Your spirited proceedings reflect honour upon the Peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania. 

By order of the General Committee 
Henry Laurens, 
Chairman 
The General Committee at Philadelphia. — 

Endorsed: Copy 8 th . May 1775 

To The General Comee at 
Philadelphia 

[7] 

[THE GENERAL COMMITTEE TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA DELE- 
GATES TO CONGRESS.] 

Charles Town So Carolina 8 th May 1775. 
Gentlemen. 

We inclose you a Letter addressed to the 
Chairman of the General Committee at Philadelphia, 
we desire you will cause it to be delivered and by your 
reading the contents of it you must readily conceive the 
nature of their Letter to us. 
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We have received accounts of the Battle near Boston & 
have call'd our Congress to meet on the 1 st . June. 

By order of the General Commee, 
Henry Laurens, 
Chairman. 
The Delegates for So Carolina 
at 

Philadelphia — 

Endorsed: Copy 8 th . May 1775— 

To The Delegates of S°. 
Carolina 

[8] 

[ALEXANDER FRASER TO SAMUEL GRUBER.] 

May 9th 1775 

Received from Sam 1 Gruper one Pacquett for the Comite 

of Charles town to the Care of Clement Lamprere 

Alex r Fraser for 
Clement Lamprere 

[9] 

[JOHN VIVIAN TO SAMUEL GRUBER.] 

May 10 th . 1775. Received of Samuel Groover a Packet 
directed to the Com 66 for the Parish of S*. David's di- 
rected to the care of Henry W m Harrington Esq r . w° h I 
promise to deliver. 

John Vivian 

[10] 

[DANIEL HORRY TO SAMUEL GRUBER.] 

I Certify to have received from M r . Sam 1 . Gruger (Ex- 
press) a Packet from our Committee of Intelligence in 
Ch 8 . Town bearing date the 8 th . May 1775. & will agrea- 
ble to their Desire give the Necessary Notification. — 

D: Horry. 



138 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

Hampton 

S fc . James Santee 

10 th : May 1775. 

[11] 

[PAUL TRAPIER TO SAMUEL GRUBER.] 

May. 10 th . 1775. Received by the hands of Samuel 
Groover a Packet directed to the Com ee . of the Parish of 
Prince George Winyaw, & to my care 

Paul Trapier 

[12] 

[JOSEPH ALLSTON TO SAMUEL GRUBER.] 

Recev,d this 11 th May 1775, aboute 7 a Clock in the After- 
noon from M r : Samuel Gruber, a Packit for the use of 
the committee at Littel river, to the care of Josias All- 
ston Esq': which said packits I have at the same time 
Dispach,d a Boy & horse to carry the said packit as Di- 
rected, the distance from my house to littel river aboute 
Fifty Six Miles p r : Joseph Allston — 

[13] 

[ADAM M°DONALD TO SAMUEL GRUBER.] 

I Certify to have Reseevd from M r Samuel Gruber An 
Express & Packet from our Committee of Intelegence 
in Cha s Town bearing Date 8 th May 1775 & will give the 
Notice Desird in the Packet- 
Prince Fedricks Adam M c Donald 
Parish May 13 th ,, 1775 1 

] The packet receipted for in the foregoing receipts contained the 
summonses to the members of the Provincial Congress to meet in 
Charles Town on the 1st of June, as mentioned in the letter to the 
South Carolina delegates to the Continental Congress (7) . 
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[14] 

[PETER TIMOTHY TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.] 

May 13. 1775. Received of the Secret Committee the 
sum of two hundred Pounds Currency which I promise 
to repay in three months to W m H y -Drayton Chairman 
of the said Committee or order. 

Pet r . Timothy. 
[15] 

[EDWARD WEYMAN TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON.] 

Sir/ 

The 10 th .. Instant May 1775 Bought of Stott & 
C".. 400 flints (which is applied to the Arms) at 25/ p r 
Hun d : amounting to £5.0.0 which you will please to pay, 
and the sum of Ten pounds which is to pay the men that 
I have Imployed to Carry the Boxes to and from Miller, 
a particular distribution of which I shall give you an 
Acct of when that is Expended— 

I am Sir your humb 11 Servt 
Edwd Weyman 
To the Honorable 
William Henry Drayton 

24 th May 1775 Received the sum of Twenty pound. — 

Edwd Weyman 
£15-0-0 
5-0-0 



20 

[16] 

[EDWARD WEYMAN TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON.] 

Sir/ 

Two parcels of the Powder under Care of the 
secret Committee are private property, one of 125 lb at 
10/ belonging to M r Prince is £62.10 and the other to 
Robert Cochran 150 lb at 10/ is 75— the whole amount- 
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ing to £137-10— which please to pay 

I am Sir Your Most humb" Servt 
Edwd Weyman 
10th May 1775 
To the Honorable- 
William Henry Drayton 

May 20. 1775 Received the sum of one hundred & 
thirty seven pounds ten shill ns being the amount of the 
within order 

Rob' Cochran 
[17] 

[SAMUEL GRUBER TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON.] 

June the 1. 1775 Received of Will. Henry Drayton the 
sum of fifty Pounds for carrying express packets from 
the Committee of Intelligence in Charles Town to the 
Committees of Christ Church S - James Santee, Prince 
George Winyaw, Little River Prince Frederick & S - 
David being eight days absent from Charls Town. 

Samuel Gruber 
[18] 

[CHARLES KING CHITTY TO SECRET COMMITTEE.] 

miles 

May 9 th to Munkscorner 32 

10 th to Con 1 John Savage from thence to Holmans 59 

11 to Ben n : Farenand Howell to We vers Ferry 48 

12 to Cap' Kings 45 

13 Excessive Rane 

14 to John Colwell Esqr & to the Ridg 50 

15 to Silver Bluff George Golphen Esqr 45 

16 and 17 Excessive Rane 

18 Returned to Miles Reyley 40 

19 to Saultcetcher Bridg 40 

20 to the thirteen mile House 38 

21 to Charles Town 23 

Miles 421 
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June 2. 1775. Received of Will. H. Drayton the sum of 
eighty Pounds for carrying express from the Committee 
of Intelligence 

C King Chitty 
Endorsed: Rec ts - for 

Money Paid by 

Secret Committee 

[19] 

[JOHN MILNER TO SECRET COMMITTEE.] 

June 3. 177 Received of M- Drayton the sum of fifty 
pounds in advance for cleaning the Public arms for 
which I promise to account 

John Milner 

[20] 

[THE ASSOCIATION.] 

South-Carolina. 
The actual Commencement of Hostilities against this 
Continent, by the British Troops in a bloody Scene on 
the 19th of April last near Boston— the Increase of 
arbitrary Impositions from a wicked and despotic min- 
istry—and the Dread of instigated Insurrections in the 
Colonies — are Causes sufficient to drive an oppressed 
People to the Use of Arms: We therefore, the Sub- 
scribers, Inhabitants of South Carolina, holding ourselves 
bound, by that most Sacred of all Obligations, the Duty 
of good Citizens towards an injured Country, and thor- 
oughly convinced, that, under our present destressed 
Circumstances, we shall be justified before God and Man, 
in resisting Force by Force; Do Unite ourselves, under 
every Tie of Religion and of Honour, and associate, as 
a Band in her Defence, against every Foe: Hereby 
solemnly engaging that whenever our Continental or 
Provincial Councils shall decree it necessary, we will go 
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forth, and be ready to sacrifice our Lives and Fortunes 
to secure her Freedom and Safety. This Obligation to 
Continue in full Force until a Reconciliation shall take 
Place between Great Britain and America, upon Consti- 
tutional Principles, an Event which we most ardently 
desire. And we will hold all those Persons inimical to 
the Liberty of the Colonies who shall refuse to subscribe 
this Association. 

ASSOCIATION. 

Unanimously agreed to in the Provincial Congress of 
South-Carolina, on Saturday the 3d of June 1775. 

Endorsed: P. Timothy 

3 d . June 1775- 

[21] 

[TRANSACTIONS OF THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS FOR JUNE 4, 

1775. 1 ] 

Sunday Morning 4 th . June 1775— K's Birth Day 
Prayers — by the Reverend M r . Tourquand— Present up- 
ward of 170 Members 

"Ordered— that the Association be now signed by all the 
Members present in the order of Parishes & districts 
leaving blanks for the Names of such Members as are 
absent— & that the President do sign first." 

I rose & taking the Paper in my hand, desired to be 
heard, & having obtained full permission delivered my 
sentiments nearly in the following words. — 
Gentlemen, 

After I have explained my self upon 
two parts of this Association I shall obey your Order & 
sign it with alacrity — if I subscribe with mental reser- 
vations I shall be criminal in my own view & subject my 
self to the charge on some future day of hypocrisy & 

*In the handwriting of Henry Laurens, president of the Congress. 
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dissimulation— This Paper Gentlemen, is in its nature & 
may be in its consequences the most important of any to 
which my signature has been annexed, I compare it to 
my last Will & Testament but with these awful distinc- 
tions — the former is signed by my hand & sealed with a 
bit of common black Wax — this is to be signed by my 
hand & may be Sealed with my Blood — by the former I 
transmit my Estate to my Children according to my own 
Will — by signing this I may forfeit my Estate into the 
hands of my Enemies. An engagement of this magni- 
tude, requires some consideration — & although I hold 
my self bound by the Majority of Voices for signing it 
in its present state I cannot agree with some Gentlemen 
who have declared their dissent to the insertion of cer- 
tain words expressive of our "Duty & Loyalty" to the 
King, nor with those who according to the bare Letter 
of this Association would persuade us that we ought 
to hold indiscriminately every Man who shall refuse to 
sign it Inimical to the liberty of the Colonies— I have 
not premeditated a Speech for this occasion, I have 
thought much of the subject— my words will flow from 
the Heart — I am not anxious to influence any Man— I 
have concerted measures with no Man— what I have to 
offer will afford no subject for debate, I therefore hope 
for & humbly claim a patient hearing & a candid inter- 
pretation of my sentiments — 

f The View was general — " Hear the Chair — go on 
g^» J go on" but I clearly perceived by the discomposure 

] of a few countenances — displeasure was raised in 

[ as many hearts. 
The first part Gentlemen on which I am desirous of ex- 
plaining my own thoughts — is the introduction of our 
selves, as " Subscribers & Inhabitants of this Colony." 
in preference to a proposed amendment by adding these 
words " His Majesty's most dutiful & Loyal subjects " 
I attended to your debates, it was my Duty to do so 
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without the interposition of my private opinions — I re- 
marked that Gentlemen from all parts of the House 
approved of the Motion for inserting the proposed de- 
claration of Duty & Loyalty to the King — these were at 
one time told that such a declaration in the Body of a 
Contract to bear Arms against the King would be"absurd" 
— "contradictory" — at other times they were quieted by 
assurances that "the profession of Loyalty was implied 
& to be understood " that "our Association was only for 
defence." upon the whole I was convinced that the pro- 
posed declaration was pleasing & acceptable to a great 
number probably to a large Majority of Members, very 
few I believe would have appeared against it upon a 
Question— I was among the former & have reserved my 
self, to make the declaration explicitly, immediately 
before I put my Name to this Paper. — Gentlemen— I 
have taken & repeatedly taken the Oath of Allegiance 
to King George the third — I now profess to be one of 
His Majesty's most dutiful & Loyal subjects, willing at 
all times to do my utmost in defence of His Person 
Crown & Dignity— I neither wish his Death nor to re- 
move him from the Throne, the Crown from his Head or 
the Sceptre from his hand, I pray for his Life, that he 
may at a long distant Day transmit the Crown & Sceptre 
to the only true & Legal Hereditary Heir in the Line of 
the Royal House of Hanover— by Covenanting in this 
Paper "to go forth, to bear Arms, & to repel force by 
force" I mean to act in terms of my Oath of Alle- 
giance—His Majesty has been misinformed: 111 advised 
by some of our fellow subjects, who are His Majesty's 
Enemies & the Enemies of his faithful Americans, against 
these I am willing & shall be willing to bear Arms & to 
repel force by force in any Command suitable to my 
Rank, whenever such shall appear in hostile Acts against 
my Country — against every invader of our Rights & 
Liberties I shall be ready to make all possible opposition 
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—I shall do so with the greater cheerfulness from a 
strong hope of being Instrumental in restoring to His 
Majesty His undoubted Right of Reigning over a vast 
Empire of Freeman of recovering to him the Possession 
of the Hearts of Millions of his faithful Subjects of 
which he has been robbed by the machinations of a few 
Wicked Men who falsely call themselves his friends.— 
These Gentlemen are the genuine sentiments of my 
Breast, I know the declaration will however, avail me 
nothing, if we fail of success in our attempts to defend 
our Rights— the longest Sword if a Wicked Ministry are 
to be gratified will measure & establish Right. Declara- 
tions by the Conquored will be treated as mere pretences 
of Loyalty & heard with Contempt; nevertheless I feel 
some satisfaction at present & may find Consolation upon 
a future day, if I should be reduced to a necessity of 
making explanations from a higher eminence than the 
Pedestal on which I now stand. 

The second part of this Association on which I desire to 
explain my self before I subscribe, is the late subjoined 
declaration that, "we will hold all those Persons Inimical 
to the Liberty of the Colonies who shall refuse to sub- 
scribe," this is a Doctrine Gentlemen which was also, as 
I well remember, very much disrelished by many of our 
Members— to me in its fullest extent & according to an 
*opinion just now delivered by a Gentleman behind the 
Chair it is abhorrent & detestable 
I should be a mean wretch if I subscribed to it through 
fear with mental reservations; I should be a dishonest 
Man, a Villain if I did so before I had made this open 
declaration; that I hold it possible— I think it probable 

*My Neighbour D Legare— I hope we shall hold every Man an Enemy 
who will not sign, hold him so forever & have no dealings— some told 
me they would not subscribe to Boston now we will tell them you shall 
subscribe to this — this horrible tyrannical putt met great applause, & 
provoked me to trouble the Congress & you with this hodge podge — 
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— I know it Certain— that there are Men who are not 
Inimical — I wish we had expressed our meaning by an 
English word, I believe this is not to be found in any of 
our vulgar Dictionaries, & some of us in remote parts of 
the Country may not be possessed of a Latin Vocabu- 
lary — I say Gentlemen, there are certain Men who are 
not Enemies to their Country — who are friends to all 
America — who were born among us — some who have 
lived to a longer* a date than that by which the Royal 
Psalmist limits the Life of Man — they are upwards of 
threescore Years & ten — whose whole Lives have been 
spent in Acts of benignity & public service, Acts which 
prove beyond all Controversy their Love for their Coun- 
try — such Men there are who when you present this 
Paper to them will tell you — they are true friends to 
America — they acknowledge that we are greatly ag- 
grieved & oppressed — they wish well to our Cause — are 
willing to give up their fortunes as security for their 
good behaviour & in testimony of their sincerity — but 
that they cannot, they dare not, for many reasons sub- 
scribe to the Association — I do not recollect one tis true 
—but there may be among us some Quakers or Men of 
Quaker principles on the Lawfulness of going to War & 
especially Civil War, Men who confide in the goodness 
of our Cause & the overruling Providence of God — such 
Men may refuse to subscribe this Covenant & yet give 
you the most indubitable proofs of their friendship & 
good will towards the Colonies.— 
Other Men there are, who are not less friendly to America 
than we ourselves — but who think we have precipitated 
a Measure which ought to have been delayed at least 
until we had received some advices from our Continental 
Congress; from our own Delegates; in whom we have 
lodged our whole Power & solemnly engaged to be bound 

*as good old M r Manigault, Elias Ball & many others were in my 
view— 
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by their determinations— of this Class of refusers, there 
may be some who are such staunch such vigorous friends, 
as will without hesitation declare they are willing to 
Bleed & Die in defence of the just Rights of the Colo- 
nies when the proper times arrives, but that we are pre- 
mature — we are too hasty— Can I then Gentlemen 
implicitly sign a Paper— anathematize good Men— & 
declare those to be Enemies whom I believe & know to 
be our friends ? I cannot be such a Fool — I dare not be 
such a Villain.— I hate all Dogmatic & arbitrary dictates 
over Mens Consciences— here Gentlemen is a Book— 
from which we have heard Prayers, an Orthodox Book 
in which I find a Doctrine similar to that which I now 
object to in our intend- intended Association— "Which 
Faith except every one do keep whole & undefiled with- 
out doubt he shall perish Everlastingly" Long was this 
Athenasian Test, a stumbling block in the Cause of Re- 
ligion in general, a bar to the honour & prosperity of the 
Church established by Law — upon that foundation Deists 
erected their batteries, Luke warm Christians pleaded 
for their indifferences— how said such Men can a Reli- 
gion which contains such unmerciful Doctrines be true, 
or acceptable to Mankind?— Honest minded Men of 
nervous & fervorous Zeal for the same religion — aban- 
doned & detested that Church which maintained such 
intolerant damnating tenets, as essential to Salvation. 

When I was a Boy before there were any settled prin- 
ciples of Religion in my mind, I have heard my Father 
& my Mother & many other good old People profess that 
Creed with great warmth of Devotion — I, at the same 
time inwardly exclaiming — this can't be true — I cannot 
believe it— I would not join the bigots to Mother Church, 
at length the day came when that Church tacitly Repro- 
bated her favorite system which stands in her Common 
Prayer as the stated Test of Orthodox Faith to be made 
on certain solemn Days — of which this happens to be 
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one — it is no more heard — our Churches are silent — and 
— (here I was going on to draw a parallel between the 
Reprobatory Clauses in our Association & the Creed of 
S*. Athanasius, but M r . Parson Tenant very rudely inter- 
rupted me— "the Chair" said he "is out of order" — "I 
think the Chair is out of order" — I begged his Pardon 
"I had permission to speak & was as I humbly conceived 
in very good order" — he proceeded in attempting to con- 
fuse me — I exclaimed, "I will speak, I will be heard or I 
will be the first Man who will refuse to sign your Paper, 
I speak not merely as Your President, I speak as a Mem- 
ber as a Freeman— if I am not heard as a Man, I will not 
sign as your President — the utmost of your resentment 
will be to take my Life — take it & deprive me of a very 
few Years— I will not hold a Life upon dishonorable 
terms — I will not be forced to sign any Paper contrary 
to the dictates of my Conscience to save my Life — the 
universal Voice was "go on M r . President", "go on" — 
"Hear the Chair" "Hear the Chair") 
After a moments Pause I concluded — Gentlemen I meant 
to say in a few words, that I could not, I dared not pro- 
mise to hold any Man an Enemy to the Colonies, if I 
knew him to be a friend— merely because he would not 
at first asking subscribe this Association which I hold in 
my hand— I have proved what we all know that many 
Cases may exist, if refusal to sign this Paper by Men 
who are firm friends to our cause — but perhaps my ab- 
horrence to intolerant doctrines may not be palatable to 
some Gentlemen, nor my reasoning allowed to be appli- 
cable to our present Case because I have referred only 
to my own feelings & to one Instance of arbitrary Rule 
over the Consciences of Men in Tenets of Religion— 
Permit me therefore to produce one Instance of Noble 
toleration in the Political walk— an example which 
greatly influences my mind & which I recommend as 
worthy our imitation— I remember to have read an an- 
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eedote in Dalrymple's Memoirs & have been reading it 
this Morning of an Ancestor of the late Lord Lyttelton 
— Sir Charles — who had been an Officer of distinction 
under King James 2 d — & had also been active in the 
Revolution & bringing in the Prince of Orange — when 
that Prince was seated on the Throne & declared King 
of England, he offered Sir Charles a Regiment in Flan- 
ders & to make him a Major General — Sir Charles de- 
clined the promotion — The King desired to know why 
he refused ? — He answered, "because I am under great 
obligation to my old Master, I hear he will be there; if 
he should be in the Camp I dare not trust my self — I 
fear I should go over to him" — The King replied — "You 
are a Man of honour Sir Charles — you act upon princi- 
ple; don't disturb the Government & we shall be very 
good friends" 

This example of toleration I say is worthy of our imi- 
tation I would not mean to prescribe for other Gentle- 
men, but I declare the Spirit of persecution is hateful to 
me, it is impossible for me to cherish it. ■ Men may agree 
in general & in the grand essential points but no two 
Men believe in all points exactly alike — some Men** can 
swallow the doctrine of Predestination without a gulp 
who hold that of transubstantiation ab[break] & blas- 
phemous — I have been led Gentlemen into these particu- 
lars by that declaration which I heard from behind the 
Chair— "that we should that we ought to, hold every 
Man without exception who should refuse to sign the 

**— M r . Tennant I am told holds the most absolute & rigid principles 
of the Doctrine of Predestination— he claims toleration, he is entitled 
to it— but alas! from my short acquaintance with him I have found 
him totally void of Charity for other Men. — 

You will remember that if Dan Legare's abominable Resolution to 
disgrace & ruin two or three of my friends & friends of America— & 
one in particular to whom he pointed — had not been vomited forth in 
the most uncharitable unChristian terms — I should not have spoken 
twenty words— so many would have been sufficient for my purpose— 
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Association, an Enemy" — "hold him an Enemy & forbear 
all dealings or intercourse with him for Ever."— Gentle- 
men 'tis impossible for me to sign upon such terms, I 
am, as I have repeatedly said, certain that some will re- 
fuse to sign who are friends to our Cause; if I know a 
Man to be our friend how can I be so base as to stigma- 
tize him by the harsh epithet of Enemy — but under- 
stand me right, I mean no unfavorable salvo for par- 
ticular purposes No— I shall in all cases exercise my 
judgement & make an honest determination — I think I 
shall be able to distinguish between mere pretences of 
Men who have never given any proofs of their friendship 
or attachment & those whose Lives have been devoted to 
the service of our Country. I say I shall make the 
proper distinction & determine accordingly — And Now 
under these necessary explanations of my Duty & 
Loyalty to my King & Charity for my Neighbours I 
will cheerfully subscribe this Association with my hand 
& upon proper occasion be ready to seal it with my 
Blood— 

& then without a shaking hand I signed — 

Henry Laurens. 
Endorsed: Transactions 4 th June 1775 

[To be continued in the next number of this magazine.] 



